
VIRTUAL FIELD TRIP

GREENLAND

The Journey - Camp 3

This was the day I took the reigns. Previously I 
hadn’t quite realised how cold you could get 
on the sled.  This is because you are not mov-
ing quite as much so your blood doesn’t cir-
culate to all of your extremities. Plus, you are 
subjected to a lot more wind as the sleds go 
somewhat faster than the skiers. Mid-morn-
ing, Ullrich had a lengthy conversation with 
me about one of the Greenlandic Sled dogs. 
Bearing in mind I don’t speak Greenlandic 
and he didn’t speak much English very little 
was understood except that the situation was 
not good. Little did I realise I was about to 
experience the harsh reality of life on the ice 
cap for the dogs. After 3 hours of pulling the 
sled, one of Ullrich’s dogs gave birth! Ullrich 
explained that the ice cap was no place for 
a young puppy. See video 2 clip (Harsh reali-
ties of the Ice Cap, this is a brief video of my 
thoughts on the situation) It is easy to forget 
that these are working dogs. The mother was 
given 1 hours rest before continuing to pull 
the sled another 3 hours to the next camp.

This was also the day that we encountered 
another expedition team. A team of Danish 
guys who had been heading across the ice 
for 24 days. It is hard to imagine you will see 
another living sole when you are on the ice 
cap. However the route we were doing was well 
practised. 

DATE:  11th May 2009
LOCATION:  66.00157, -39.52144
HEIGHT:  1577m
WEATHER: SUNNY PATCHES, 
  MODERATE WINDS 
TEMP: -6°C DAY & -18°C NIGHT

Diary entry

Picture 6 - Driving the sled

Picture 8 - New born puppy!

Picture 7 - Nicola on  the back of the sled


